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   The recent milestone of 150 years since the Sand Creek Massacre brought to light the complicity of Colorado's second territorial governor, John Evans.  Until the release of a study conducted by the University of Denver about its founder, the integral part Evans played in the masacre had never been acknowledged or exposed. 

   Point-of-Information: "From 1862 to the summer of 1865 John Evans held the position [territorial governor] as the top civil and political official in Colorado Territory. This position was coterminous with the assignment as Ex Officio Superintendent of Indian Affairs." 

   The University of Denver John Evans Study Committee released the outcome of its year-long study last month with only a minimal acknowledgment by the area on-air and print media. The Committee reached these conclusions (verbatim from the report):

· John Evans' pattern of neglect of his treaty-negotiating duties, his leadership failure and his reckless decision-making in 1864, combine to clearly demonstrate a signfcant level of culpabiity for the Sand Creek Massacre.
· While not of the same character, Evans' culpability is comparable in degree to that of John Chivington, the military commander who personally planned and carried out the massacre. 
· Evans' actions and influence, more than those of any other political official in Colorado Territory, created the conditions in which the massacre was highly likely. 
· Evans abrogated his duties as superintendent, fanned the flames of war where he could have dampened them, cultivated an unusually interdependent relationship with the military, and rejected clear opportunities to engage in peaceful negotiations with the Native peoples under his jurisdiction.
· Furthermore, he successfully lobbied the War Department for the deployment of a federalized regiment, consisting largely of undertrained, undisciplined volunteer soldiers who executed the worst atrocities during the massacre. 
   Beginning in January, Seeing the Round Corners will present excerpts from the study committee report. As a prelude, today's edition presents a re-run of a column on Evan's predecessor, none other than William Gilpin, Colorado's first territorial governor, whose tenure in office lasted less than a year before he was forced from office. Evan was also forced out after only 2 years in office. Unlike Gilpin whose only memorialization was having a county as a namesake, Evans was quite the outstanding pillar of the communty - founded two universities, brought the railroads to Denver and has a mountain as a namesake.

   Readers are reminded - "Looking at the background of any early day military man aspiring to political office, was in part, predicated on how many Indians he had killed, run down or otherwise annihlated!"
EYE ON GILPIN COUNTY . . .

May 30, 2011 




   Modern-day politicians are not much different than those in early-day America. To voters, it may seem so, but in the olden days, the immoral conduct, lack of ethics, blatant incompetence – all went pretty much unreported. The reason being was certainly not for lack of actions by politicians, just that there wasn’t a “gazillion” media types reporting on their every move, and there was no twenty-four/seven news cycle to be filled.  

   In that certain of Gilpin County’s local types demonstrates the lack of ability to leave well enough alone, a three-part column on William Gilpin will appear again on this website. The columns first appeared in 2009. 

   By all credible historical accounts, William Gilpin was qualified for nothing more than a carnival barker. A supporter of Gilpin succeeded in twisting President Abraham Lincoln’s arm to name Gilpin as Colorado’s first Territorial Governor by convincing Lincoln that Gilpin had created Pike’s Peak.  (See the third column which originally appeared on July 6, 2009 for details of how Gilpin “captured” the appointment to office.) 

   Gilpin’s tenure in office lasted less than a year. After being ran out of office, Gilpin resorted to street-corner ramblings similar to today’s street-corner preachers seen down on the Sixteenth Street mall.   

Originally appeared June 22, 2009. The Real Governor Gilpin.  This writer has always found it amusing to take careful notice of that historical person adulated and personified by Commissioner Whitman, a personification Gilpinites endure/experience at many public events.  

   This week’s column, and who knows, maybe next week’s, will be a retrospect on just what the real Governor William Gilpin stood for based on information from official historical records, and his connection to the infamous Methodist preacher known as John Chivington, perpetrator of the Sand Creek Massacre. (A list of those sources will be provided at the end of next week’s column.)

   The reader may want to keep in mind the period in history when Gilpin was working his way up into being named to head a battalion of Missouri Volunteers to positioning himself to be named the first Territorial Governor of Colorado, a term that lasted a little more than a year. The period in history was when the American Indian lands were being overrun by white settlers moving westward, with no regard or respect to the native inhabitants.  

   Gilpin spent more than 20 years in residence of the wilderness as he wrote, during which he kept a meticulous geographic written record of all that he observed – the landscape, the vegetation, the rock formations, streams, animals – all the eye could see.  

   In the spring of 1843, Gilpin joined up with Colonel John C. Freemont, a well-known and established explorer, for his expedition to the Oregon country. Fremont was recognized for his scientific explorations and accurate description of those expeditions. Also joining the expedition was Thomas Fitzpatrick, an experienced scout who would be appointed the first agent of the Upper Platte and Arkansas Indian Agency. Fitzpatrick was well known and had gained the trust of the Indians and whites through his fairness and honesty as a trader.  

   It was after joining with Fremont that the expedition crossed the area on its way to Oregon and also on the return trip that gave Gilpin his first glimpse of the land that would become Colorado. Gilpin became enthralled with the area that was to become Colorado, and as a “naturalist writer” portrayed Colorado in the most eloquent words, so much so that at one point, he compared the Rockies to what were the mountains of the Holy Land, although there was no evidence Gilpin had ever visited the Holy Land.

During his time in Oregon with the Fremont expedition, Gilpin wrote the memorial to Congress asking for admission of the Oregon Territory to the Union, claiming in that memorial that he was one of the founders of Portland, although (again) there was no evidence he ever even lived there.

Educated in a private school in England, Gilpin attended the University of Pennsylvania before going to West Point. Gilpin began moving in high circles once he received his appointment to West Point, courtesy of friend and mentor, none other than Andrew Jackson, known for his vicious, aggressive efforts to exterminate the American Indians, which as we all know resulted in him becoming president.

   As a military man, Gilpin was no less humble than he was in portraying his travels to places he had not been, or things he had not actually done. Gilpin began his career after graduating from West Point by serving in the Seminole War, but then resigned from the army and returned to Independence, Missouri to practice law.  

   Gilpin answered the call to return to military service after Colonel Stephen Watts Kearney, commanding the First Dragoons of Fort Leavenworth, then later the Volunteers of Missouri, was ordered to protect the freight caravans enroute to Santa Fe from the Indians. Gilpin was elected a major – electing officers was the accepted practice for volunteers in that day and time. Alexander W. Doniphan was elected colonel for the First Missouri Mounted Volunteers. Historical accounts vary on what these groups were named.

   Next week, Gilpin, the Indians and Chivington. 

Mark Twain once said, “The rule is perfect:  in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”

   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.

